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God 15 not in all his Thoughts. 
T the ſecond Verſe of this Plalm, 
6 


the holy Pſalmiſt gives us a De- 


I ſcription of the Diſpoſition and 
Actions of a wicked Man. The 

Wicked boaſteth of his Hear!*s De- 

fire, and bleſſeth the Covetous, whom the Lord 


abborreth. The Wicked, through the Pride ß 
bis Countenauce, will not ſeek after God: With Þ 
more to the like Purpoſe, to the End of the 


eleventh Verſe. Now if we demand what 


can be the Cauſe or Reaſon of ſo much Wick 


edneſs in a frail mortal Man? The Words 


of my; Text plainly point it out to us. 
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. (4). 1 
Cod is not in all bis 7 boughts. In the Courſe 
of his Impiety, Injuſtice, and Debauchery, 


he never ſeriouſly thinks of God, and of 
the Account which he muſt, one Day, give 
of himſelf to him: And therefore he throws 
off all Reſtraint of Conſcience; and gives | 
himſelf full Liberty in every Thing that. 
is evil, as far as he can hope to eſcape with | 
in this Wore. t 
By the Rule of Contraries; if we demand Ml : 
what is the Cauſe or Reaſon why a truly 
good Man takes fo much Care, in the whole ; 
Courſe of his Life, to deny Ungodlineſs and 
woridly Luſts, and io live ſoberly, righteouſly, f 
and godly in this 8 World, (Tit. ii. 12.) 1 | 
we may well reſolve it all into this, That ! 
he acts by a quite contrary Principle to that MW © 
of the wicked Man. We may truly fay 
of a righteous Man, that God is in all bis WM. i: 
Thoughts: Upon all Occaſions, he remembers MW c 
bis Creator, (Eccl. xii. 1.) and calls to mind M 
that for all his Thoughts, Words, and Ac- t 
tions, God will bring him into Judgment, e 
(Eccl. xt. 9.) Which is ſuch an effectual MW 
Reſtraint upon him, that he will not delibe- ¶ pi 
lately do a wicked Action, or cheriſh an un- 
godly Inclination ; altho' he were ſure that, MW p 
in this World, he ſhould never be called to MW v 
any Account for it. From whence I lay down WW ir 
this Propoſition, as the Subject of my follow- Wl 
ing Diſcourſe. :b in 


> That 


420 


Virtue. 
And that I may, at the ſame time, both 


Uſe of it, I ſhall endeavour to ſhew, 
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think of God. 


always to have of him. 
Thirdly, That theſe Thoughts, duly im- 
printed on our Minds, will moſt certainly 
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) W have a very good Influence to bring us to 
t kad our whole Lives according to the Rules 
t WH of true Virtue and Piety. 


* 


And, becauſe the Uſe of any general Rule 

zs beſt ſeen by the Application of it to parti- 
cular Caſes, I ſhall, in the _ 

| Fourth and laſt Place, mention ſome par- 

ticular Occaſions on which we ought more 


4 


preſerve and improve our Virtue: 


paration and Diſpoſition of Heart and Mind, 


ve ought everto think of God. I mention this 
in the firſt Place, becauſe if there be not 


in us, all our Thoughts of God will be. tO; 


That to have God in all our Thoughts, 
in ſuch a Manner as we ought, is the 
Root and Spring of all true Piety and 


prove this Propoſition and make the proper 


Firſt, With what Preparation and Diſpoſi- 
tion of Heart and Mind, we ought ever to 


Secondly, What fort of Thoughts we ought 


eſpecially to call God into our Thoughts, and 
new the great Uſe of doing ſo in order to. 


Firſt then, let us conſider with what Tee | 


ſuch a due Preparation and Diſpoſition with- 


A 3 . no 


a 299, 8 
E- no other Purpoſe, than to inceaſcourCondem- 
nation. 
Our bleſſed Saviour, in one of his inks 
bles (Luke viii. 5, Oc.) obſerves, that if the 
Ground be not fit to receive the Seed, the 
Labour of the Sower is loſt : And if there 
be not an honeſt and good Heart to receive 
the Word of God, it brings no Fruit to Per- 
feftion. And for this Reaſon it is that we 
are required to prepare our Hearts unte the 
Tord, 1 Sam. vii. 3. and to prepare the Way 
of the Lord, Matt. iii. 3. That is to ſay, to 
keep our Minds in ſuch a Diſpoſition as to 
be fit to entertain the Thoughts of Religion, 
to the Glory of God and our own Salvation. 
When a good Subject is in the Preſence of 
his Prince, a good Son in the Preſence of 
his Father, or a good Servant in the Preſence 
of his Lord or Maſter; it is moſt certainly 
his Duty to behave himſelf with a becoming 
. Decency and Reſpect to him who is his Su- 
perior, and el with Authority over him. 
Now, altho* we are always in the Prefence 
of God (who is preſent in all Places) yet 
when we call him into. our Thoughts, we 
do, as it were, place ourſelyes more imme- 
diately in his Preſence. Since then God 8 
the eternal King of the whole Univerſe, our 
heavenly Father, and our ſupreme Lord and 
Maſter (as by and by we ſhall more fully 
* e) ſureiy ee ver we think of him, we 
; ought 


6 
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ought to do it with that Serivuſneſs and Re 3 


verence that is ſuitable to the Greatneſs of 
his Majeſty, his Goodneſs to us, and the ab- 


ſolute Power and Dominion which he has 


over us and all other Things. Every thing 
that is profane or wicked ought at all times 


to be baniſhed from our Thoughts, Words, 


and Actions: But when we receive God in- 
to our Thoughts, we ought, for that time, 
to lay aſide even ſuch Things as are trifling 
or frivolous, Holy and Reverend is his Name, 
Pal. cxi. And therefore we ought al- 
vays to think of him with Reverence and godly 
fear, Heb. xii. 28. Which if at any time 
we fail to do, well may he expoſtulate with 
us, in the Words of the Prophet, 4 Son ho- 
mureth bis Father, and à Servant his Maſter : 
I then I be a Father, where is mine Honour # 


If I be a Maſter, where is my Fear ? e the 


Lord of Hoſts, Mal. 1. 6. 
But againſt this there are ſome pro | 
Men who make, as they think, a — Ob. 


ection; which J chuſe here to anſwer in 


the beginning of my Diſcourſe, that it may 
wt hye as an Obſtruction in our Way as 
we proceed, If (ſay they) we have God in 
a! cur Thoughts, and — think of him 


aer this reverential Manner; the Conſe- | 
quence is that we mutt be always i in Awe, 


aways in Fear; which muſt needs baniſh all 
Mirth and Sprightlinek, and make our 3 
Ives. 


is Heavineſs, Prov. xiv. 13. If this be that 


l 8 Y F. 

Lilies melancholy and uncomfortable. Th P 
is their great Objection. i} 

There is indeed a fort of wild: extra- v 
vagant, and even ungodly -Mirth (to which tt 
ſome Men are addicted) that is altogether I 
unbecoming a rational Creature. Of this Ml bi 


King Solomon, in his Search after Happi- 
neſs, once made a Trial. 1 ſaid in mine 
| Heart (ſays he) Go to, I will prove thee with 
Mirth ; therefore enjoy Pleaſure : And behold 
this alſo is Vanity. I ſaid of Laughter, it is 
mad; and of Mirth, what doth it? Eccl. ii. 
1, 2. And in ancthes Place, he ſays, As the 
crackling of Thorns under a Pot, ſo is the 

| Laughter of the Fool, Eccl. vii. 6. It makes 
2 Noiſe for a while, and ſoon vaniſhes. And 
again he tells us, that the End of that Mirth 


Mirth of which a Man 1s fond, I grant in- 
deed that it is inconſiſtent with the true 
Fear of God: And for this, amongſt other 
Reaſons, F recommend it to him often to 
think of God, that he may baniſh and lay 
aſide all ſuch Mirth as this. 

But it is a great Miſtake to thick that 
Mirth, or a chearful T emper of Mind, as fed 
long as it is kept within the Bounds of In- y. 
nocence, is any way inconſiſtent with the W vit! 
Fear of God, or the Seriouſneſs of a reli-M/e»c 
gious Life. Our great Creator knows our Wriiv 


Frame, he remembreth that we are but _ hie 
Plal: 
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Plal. ciii. 1 g. weak and frail Creatures. And 
therefore he has not forbid us, when we are 
weary, to refreſh ourſelves with any thing 
that is harmleſs; as Mirth, at ſeafonable 
Times, moſt certainly i is, ſince it is not for- 
bidden by any of God's Laws. God meeteth 
him that rejoiceth and worketh Righteouſneſs, 
Ifai. Ixiv. 5. Solomon tells us, that it is from 
ibe Hand of God, that a Man ſhould eat and 
rink, and make his Soul enjoy Good in his La- 
tour, Eccl. ii. 24. And that as there is 4 
Time to weep and mourn, ſo is there alſo a 
Time to laugh, and even to dance ; (provided 
fill that Men keep within che Boun of 
Prudence and Sobriety; which is always to 

be underſtood) Eccl. iii. 4. In divers Places 
of Holy Scripture, we find rejoicing, feaſt- 
ng, and making merry, not only not for- 
dden, but even recommended : Nor did 
our bleſſed Saviour himſelf refuſe to be pre- 
kent at a Marriage Feaſt (which uſually is no 
melancholy Entertainment) and to work a 
Miracle to ſupply the Gueſts with Vine when 
vas wanting: As you may read at large, 
at I John ii. 1, Sc. No Man is fo well quali- 
as: ¶ ied to be truly chearful and innocently mer- 
my, as he who knows himſelf to be at Peace 
ie With God, and keeps a Conſcience void of Of 
H- ces towards God and towards Men, (Acts 
vr Wav. 16.) This alone is that merry Heart 
„ich makes the Conmenance truly chearful, | 


l. and 
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Light from what is to follow in the Sequel 


115 „ 
+ ont gives a Man à coni in Eaaſ, Prov. 


XV. 13, 15. \ 
It is indeed hardly to be ſuppoſed that ) 


a wicked Man, who continues in his Sins, : 
can at any time think of God, without the 

utmoſt Dread and Horror. For it is 4 
fearful Thing for ſuch a Man to fall into n 
the Hands of the living Gd, Heb. x, 31. 4 


And this may well ſtrike a. Damp upon all 
his Mirth. But a good Man, who has made MW © 
his Peace with his hgavenly Father through 60 
Jeſus Chriſt, always thinks of him with Joy; 
and Delight; and, even in the midſt of his 
innocent Mirth, often lifts ap his Thoughts 
with Comfort to him. 

This Anfwer to the orapheine Man' s Ob- 
jection will receive much greater and ſtronger 


of this Diſcourſe. But yet I have choſen 
here to make it, that the Objection, which . 
of itſelf is too apt to ariſe in our Minds, may 
be no hindrance to us in giving due Atten- 
tion to what is proper to be ſaid concerning 
our conſtant thinking of God. I proceed 
therefore to the 

Second Point oropaled which was to 
fhew what ſort of T Houghts we ought always 
to have of him. 

It is a general Rule, allowed of as molt 
reaſonable by all Men, that we ought, as fa 


as We are "I, to think every Thing i bg 
h 


ſuch as in Truth and Reality it is. Falſe No- 
tions of Things always beget Errors in our 
Minds, which often miſlead us in our Practice: 
Whereas from right Notions nothing but 
Truth can ariſe; and Truth can never lead 


Jus into a wrong Way. The old Heatbens 


had by Nature ſome Knowledge of God: But 
they gave way to many falſe Notions of him, 
which their own Reaſon would have ſuffici- 
ently confuted, if they would ſoberly have 
hearkened to it. Theſe falſe Notions ſoon 
betrayed them into monſtrous Errors both 
in Opinion and Practice. They changed the 

Glory of the uncorruptible God into an Image 


nade like to corruptible Man, and to Birds, and 


four-footed Beaſts and creeping Things, And 
when once they had given themſelves up to 
Ido/atry, all manner of Licentiouſneſs and 
Wickedneſs found a ready Entertainment a- 
mong them; as St. Paul at large ſets the 


Matter forth, Rom. 1. 16, Sc. If therefore 
we would ſo think of God, as thereby to be | 
rightly influenced in the Performance of our 


Duty, and conſequently to enjoy Peace of 
Conſcience here, and attain to Salvation here- 
atter ; our firſt Care muſt be to have juſt and 
right Thoughts and Notions of him. | 
But the Nature, Perfection, and Attributes 
of God being all infinite, and the Underſtand- 
ing of Man not only finite, but alſo of ſmall 
Extent, with reſpect even to the Knowledge 
of the Creatures themſelves ; it is n 
Wi — 
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for us to form a complete and adequate No- 
tion of what God is. Cauſt thou by ſearch- 


ing find out God? Canſt thou find out the Ji. 


mighty unto Perfection? It is as high as Hea- 
vn, what canſt thou do? Deeper than Hel), 


what canſt thou know ? The Meaſure thereof 


A longer than the Earth, and broader than 
tbe Sea, Job xi. 7, Sc. All therefore which 
here we are able to do, and conſequently all 
that, in this Caſe, is or can be required f 
us, is to receive that Knowledge of God, 
which he has been pleaſed to offer to us, 
_ partly by Reaſon, and more fully by his Holy 
Word; and by Meditation to imprint it as 
as we can in our Minds. If then we 
carefully attend to the Dictates of calm and 
ſober Reaſon, and to thoſe of the Holy Scrip- 
jure; we ſhall find God repreſented to us at- 
ter this Manner. (Nor need I offer much Proof 
for what is fully acknowledged, not only by 
all Chriſtians, but by ſober Heathens.) 
In the firſt place then; God is eternal, 
without Beginning or Ending ; the firſt and 
original Cauſe of all Things. And indeed if 
there were not ſuch an eternal Cauſe of all 
other Things, it would have been abſolutely 
impoſſible that any Thing ſhould ever have 
been produced into Being. Before ſbe 
Mountains were brought forth, or ever thi 
hadſt formed the Earth and the World; eve 
from Everlaſting to Everlaſting thou art God: 


fal. xc. 2. In the Beginning God 2 


,,, .... 
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the Heaven and the Earth, Gen. i. 1. By bin . i 
dere all Things created that are in Heaven, jt 
and that are in Earth, viſible and inviſible— - 
All Things were created by him and for bim; 
and he is beſore all Things, and by bim * 
Things conſiſt, Col. i. 16. : | 
' Secondly, God is a Spirit, John i iv. 24. 
He hath not Fleſh and * (Luke xxiv. 39. 
or bodily Members, as we poor Mortals have: 
And conſequently he is inviſible to mortal 
Eyes, 1 Tim. vi. 16. and not to be perceived 
by any of our bodily Senſes. Lo be goeth by 
me and I ſee him not; he paſſeth on alſo, but 
] perceive him not, Job 1 Ix. IT. Behold Ig 
forward, but he is not there; and backward, 
but I cannot perceive him : On theleft Hand 
where be doth work, but I cannot behold him: 
He bideth himſelf on tbe right Hand that I can- 
not ſee him: But he knoweth the Way that I 
take, Job xxili. 8, Sc. And for this Reaſon 
it is both impoſſible and unlawtul to repreſent 
God by any bodily Image (which indeed is 
to miſrepreſent him) and much more unlaw- 
ful to worſhip any ſuch Image. The Soul of 
Man indeed, which is a Spiritual Being, is an 
Image of God, tho? a very faint one: But a 
bodily Image of him cannot poſſibly be made. 
Tae good heed unto yourfelves (for ye ſaw na 
Manner of Similitude on the Day that the 
Lord ſpake to you in Horeb, out of the midſt 
of the Fire) 15 ye corrupt your ſel ves, and 
B mae 


„ ( 14 45 
make you a graven Image; the' Similitude of 
any Figure, ſays Maſes, Deut. iv. 135. And 
we'ought not to think that the Godbead is like 
unte-Gold; or Silver, or Stone graven by Art 
and Man Device; ſays St. Paul, Acts xvii 29. 


In Holy Scripture indeed we ſometimes | 


meet with ſuch Expreſſions as theſe, The Eyes 


of the Lord, and the Arm of the Lord, and the 
like : But all Men know that ſuch Expreſſions 
are ever to be underſtood in a metaphorical 
or ſpiritual, and not in a bodily Senſe ; The | 
Arm of the Lord ſignifying no more but his 


Power, and 2% Eyes of the Lord his Know- 


ledge, or watchful Providence. 
_ Viſible Signs and Tokens of God's im- 
mediate Preſence have ſometimes alſo beenex- 
hibited to the Eyes of Men. Thus (to omit 
other Inſtances) the Fire that appeared to 
Moſes in the Buſh was a Sign to him that 
God was there preſent in an extraordinary 


Manner, E#xcd. it. 2. But God himſelf is in- 


vilible. No Man path ſeen Ged at am zime, | 
John i. 18. 4 
Thirdly, God who created the Univerſe, | 

and every Thing in it, is every where pre- 
ſent, and knows all Things. Can aiy bide 
bimſelf in ſecret Places, that I ſhall not ſee | 
bim ſaith the Lord: Do not I fill Heaven 
and Earth? ſaith the Lord, Jer, xXiii. 24. 
Whither ſhall I go from thy Spirit? Or | 
whither ſhall T flee * thy Preſence ? If 1 


aſcend 


(15) 
aſcend up into Heaven, thou art there: if T || 


make my Bed in Hell, thou art there. | Take 1 


the Wings of the Morning and dwell in the ut- 
termaſt Parts of the Sea; even there ſhall thy 
Hand lead me, and thy right Hand hall hold 
5 VI. jay, ſurely the Darkneſs ball cover 
e; even the Night ſhall be Light about me: 
Yea, the Darkneſs bideth not. from thee, but 
the Night ſhineth as the Day. The Darkneſs | 
and the Light are both alike to thee, Pal. 

cxxxix, 7, &c. Neither is there any Creature 
that is not manifeſt in hisSight : But all Things 


are naked and open unto the Eyes of him with 


whom we have to do, Heb. iv. 1 

Fourthly, As God's Knowledge i is infinite 
ſo1s his Power alſo: Whereby he is able to 
do every thing which in itſelf is any way poſ- 
ſible to be done. Of which his having crea- 
ted this ſtupendous Fabrick of the whole Uni- 
verſe and all the Creatures therein, in that moſt 
beautiful and uſeful Order wherein we behold 
them, is an Evidence beyond all Contradiction. 
And by this infinite Knowledge and Almighty ' 
Power he not only created the whole World, 


but alſo continually directs and governs it by 


a moſt wiſe and unerring Providence. With 

God all Things are poſſible, Matt, xix. 26. 

IWhatſoever the Lord pleaſed, that'aid be in 

Heaven and in Earth, in the Seas, and in all 

deep Places, Pſal. cxxxv. 6. It is by. God that 

all Things conſi ft, and en cel very Be- 
B 2 | 
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ing, Col. i. 17. He upboldetb all Things by 
the Ward of his Power, Heb. i. 3. In bim 
(that is to ſay, by him) we live, move, 

and have our Being, Acts xvii. 28. When 
God had created the World, and made Man 
to be the Lord of this Part of it; he did 
not forſake or neglect the Work which he had 
done; but is the conſtant Preſerver and Up- 
holder of it. It is he that makerh his un to foine 
on the Evil and on the Good; and ſendeth Rain 
on the Fuſt and on the Unjuſt, Matt. v. 45, 
The Moſt High ruleth in the Kingdom of Men, 
Dan. iv. 32. and governs the World by fo 
particular a Providence, that a Sparrow doth 
vu, fall to the Ground without our heavenly 
Father ; but the very Hairs of our Head are 
all numbered, Matt. x. 29, 30. Neither is 
it to be thought that the creating or govern- 
ing the World, or ten Millions of Worlds, 
(if there were ſo many) could be any La- 
bour or Trouble to infinite Knowledge joined 
with infinite Power. Let God but Heat 
and the Thing is done: Let him but cm- 
mand and it ſtands faſt, Pſal. xxxiii. 9. Nor 
is it any juſt Objection againſt God's Provi- 
dence, that the good and evil Things of this 
World do not appear, in this Life, to be 
impartially diſtributed. A King may govern | 
his Dominions with moſt wiſe Counſels, al- 
tho the Bulk of his Subjects are often not 
made acquainted with the Reaſon of his pt r 
ws 0 oo " > ent. 
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duct. We are here on the wrong Side of |} 


the Curtain: But when the Scene of the 


next Life comes to be opened to us, we ſhall 
ſoon be convinced of the Juſtice and Equity 
of all God's Proceedings; and that the Righ- 
tcous will then have no Cauſe to complain of 
the Hardſhips which they have here endured; 
nor the Wicked to boaſt of the Proper 
which for a tew Moments they have enjoyed... 
For which Reaſon we ought, for the preſent, 
to poſſeſs our Souls in Patience, as our bleſſed 
Lord commands, Luke xxi. 1c. 
_ Fifthly, God is moſt holy, juſt, and true: 
There being not the leaſt ſhadow of a Rea- 
fon why he ſhould be otherwiſe. The Lord 
is righteous in all bis Ways, and holy in all 
his Works, Plal. cxlv. 17. Thou art of purer 
Eyes than to bebold Evil, and canſt not look 
upon Iniquity, that is to ſay, with Approba- 
tion, Hab. 1. 13. The Lord thy God, be is 
God, the faithful God, who keepeth Cove- 
nant and Mercy with them that love him, 
Deut. vii. 9. I is impoſſible for God to lye, 
Heb. vi. 18. And the way of the Wicked is 
an Abomination to the Lord: But he loveth 
lim that followeth after Righteouſneſs, Prov. 
Sixthiy, God is moſt merciful and gra- 
cious in pardoning and. rewarding all thoſe 
who truly and ſincerely repent of their Sins, 
and become obedient to his holy Laws; but 
e ſtrict 
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"a and ſevere in puniſhing all ſuch as con- 
tinue in their Diſobedience to him. ä 


It is a pernicious Error that too many awe 


apt to entertain of God's Mercy, as if it al- 


moſt wholly ſuperſeded his Juſtice; and that, 
however wickedhy a Man has lived, yet as 
ſoon as he becomes forrowful for his Sins, 


and begs the Forgiveneſs of them, hisPardon 


is immediately ſealed in Heaven: And this 


makes them with ſo much Aſſurance rely up- 
on what is commonly, but very improperly, MW 


called a Death-Bed Repentance. WhereasGod 
has no where promiſed to forgive Sins, but up- 
on theCondition of Obedience; nor can there 


be any ſuch thing as true Repentance without 


Reformation and Amendment of Life. When 


the wicked Man turneth away from bis Witk- 
- edneſs, that he hath committed, and doth that 
which is !awful and right, be ſhall ſave hisSoul 
alive, Ezek.xviii. 27. Vaſh ye, make you clean, | 
put away the evil of your Doings from befare | 


mine Eyes; ceaſe to do Evil, learn io do well; 


feek Fudgment, relieve the Oppreſſed, » Jag the | 


Fatherleſs, plead for the Widow, ſays God. 
Then it. follows, h your ins be as Scarlet, they 
ſhall be as white as Snow, tho? they be red like 


= Crimſon, they ſhall beas Wool, Iſa. i. 1 6, 27, 18. 


And we mult bring forth Fruits meet for Re. 


pentance, Matt. iii. 8. Or elſe we have no Ground 
to hope for Acceptance with God. 7 he Lord 


Ged 10 merciful and gracious, long fuffering and 
abundant 


—— 


Condemnation: For Faith, if 
Works, is dead, being alone, Jam. ii. 17. Where 
there is a patient Continuance in Mell-doing, 
hath promiſed Glory, Ho- 
nour, Immortality, and eternal Life. But unto 
them: that are contentious, and do not obey the 
Truth, but obey Unrighteauſneſs, his Juſtice _ 
has denounced Indignation and Wrath, Tribu- 


4 


abundant in Goodneſs and Truth, forgiving Ini- 
 quity and Tranſgreſſion and Sin: But be — ” 
no means clear the Guilty, Ex. XXxiv. 6, 7. A 
T live, ſaith the Lord God, I bave no Pleaſure 
in the Death of the M. wed But then it is not 
enough for the wicked Man to be forrowful 
for his Sins; which he cannot avoid N 
when he finds they have brought him to the 
Brink of Hell; but he "muſt alſo zurn from 


bis Way, if he expects to live, Ezek. xxxiit. 


at; GA ſo loved the World, that he gave his 


only begotten Son, that whoſoever believeth in 


| him ſhould not periſh, but have everlaſting 


Life, Joh. iii. 16. Which is a moſt ſtupendous 
Inſtance of God'sMercy to us. But at the ſame 


time, the whole Tenor of the Hol y Scripture 
WM affures us that if our Belief in God — in Chriſt 


does not bring us to a holy Life, it will turn 
to no Account to us, except to increaſe our 


God of his Mercy 


lation and Anguiſb upon every Soul of Man 
that doth Evil, Rom. ii. 7, 8, 9. And tho' 


the Danger of eternal Damnation, when it 


draws ons may well make ſuch a Man ſor- 


it hath not 


rowful 7 


( 20) 


it woc eth Repentance, which, 1 have ſhewn 


you, cannot be without Amendment and Re. 


formation of Life. For that Sorrow alone is 
true Godly Sorrow, as St. Paul informs us, 2 
Cor. vii. 10. Be not deceived; God is not 
mocked : For whatſoever a Man foweth, that 
Hall he alſo reap. For he that ſoweth to his 
Fleſh, ſhall of the Fleſh reap Corruption: But 


be that ſoweth to the Spirit, ſhall of the Spi- 


rit reap Life everlaſting, Gal. vi. 7, 8. 
Much more might be ſaid concerning theſe 

Attributes of God, and many Particulars 

added to theſe general Conſiderations; but 


all that we can poſſibly ſay or think of him, 


may at once be comprehended in this, that 


he is a Being of the moſt abſolute and infinite 


Perfection. Our Father which is in Heaven 
is perfect, Mat. v. 48. His Way is perfect, 
Pſal. xvili. 30. His Law is perfect, Pſal. xix. 
7. His Will is perfect, Rom. xi. 2. His Work 
rs perfect, Deut. xxii. 4. Whatever is truly 
great or good, is all, in an infinite manner, 
_ contained in the Divine N ature; ſo that God 


z moſt perfectly happy in himſelf: Nor can 


we or all the Creatures in the World make 


the leaſt Addition to his Happineſs, or dimi- 


niſh ought from it. | 

All that I have hitherto ſaid of God, is 

not mw the Belief of thoſe who profeſs 
| Rh > 


deut for is evil Life; yet no Sorzow will | 
free him from this dreadful Sentence, except 
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Chriſtianity : ; but, for the Subſlacice of it, gas 
always been acknowledged by the wiſeſt and 
ſobereſt Men of all Perſwaſions, even among 
the Heathens. Diverſe Reaſons might be 
given, and many more Paſſages of Holy 
J Scripture brought for the Proof of each 
' WT Point : But it is needleſs to multiply Texts 
or Arguments for the Confirmation of thoſe 
Things that are already agreed upon. All 
nuen, who have ever thought ſoberly of God, 
have acknowledged, with St, Paul, that the 
inviſible Things of him from the Creation of 
the World, are clearly ſeen (or made known) 
being underſtood by the Things that are made, 
den bis eternal Power and Godbead, Rom. i. 
» W 20. And that all manner of Excellency and 
nnd Perfection, without the leaſt Defect or 
Decay, do moſt eminently and eternally re- 
ide in the ſupreme Deity. = 

Natural Reafon, as well as Holy Scripture, | 
WM affures us, that there is but one God; and 


" i that all Perſection belongs to him alone. 
har there is one Thing concerning God, 
43 waich Reaſon could never have diſcovered, 
and is only made known unto us by ſuper- 
| natural Revelation. For which Reaſon it is 
In vain to attempt to dive farther into it than 
a5 it is thus revealed: And this is, that in the 
Unity of the Divine Nature there are three 
Perſons : There are three that bear Record in 
Heaven, the Father, the Word (or the Son, 


(+ 22 1 
as wie k is uſually called) and the Holy Ghoſt: 
And theſe Three are one, 1 Joh. v. 7. I 2 
this Name all Men, who are admitted into di 
the Church of Chriſt, are commanded to be ta 
Baptized, Mat. xxvii. 19 And thereby de- de 
dicated to the Holy Trinity. In the ſame cc 
Name St. Paul bleſſes the Church; Ye Cra 4 
ibe Lord Jeſus Chrift, and the Love of God, th 
and the Communion of the Holy Ghoſt be with th 
you all, ſays he, 2 Cor. xii. 14. And that th 
both the Name and incommunicable Atti. 
butes of. God are, in holy Scripture, aſcribed 
to the Son, and to the Holy Ghoſt, is a Thing 
moſt manifeſt. _ 
Theſe then are the Thoughts, which 1 upon 
all Occaſions we ought to have of God. Let 
uàs take them together in one View, that thej 
may make the deeper and ſtronger Impreſſior 
upon our Minds. God is the eternal and fri 
Cauſe of all Things. He is a pure Spirit, eve 
were preſent, and knows all Things; infinitel 
wiſe and powerful, the Creator and Governo 
of the whole Univerſe, by whom all Things 
conſiſt, and are preſerved : Moſt holy, jult 
and true: Merciful and gracious to all that 
truly love and ſerve him; and ſtrict and | 
vere to thoſe that continue to ſlight and dt 
obey him. All Perfection is in him: An 
in the Unity of the Divine Nature, there an 
three Perſons, the Father, the my and tt 
_ Ghoſt. 
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I proceed therefore to the third Thing pro- 
In poſed, which was to ſhew that theſe Thoughts, 
to duly imprinted on our Minds, will moſt cer- 
be tainly have a good Influence upon us, in or- 
e- MW der to bring us to lead our whole Lives ac- 
me cording to the Rules of true Virtue and Piety. 
a4 And this will ſoon appear to be ſo very plain, 


ub that Purpoſe, without much Enlargement upon 
harl them. 7 

tri: In the firſt Place then, theſe Thoughts, if 
duly imprinted upon our Minds, will con- 


greateſt, moſt glorious and perfect of all Be- 
ings; and conſequently as infinitely the moſt 


doration, and Obedience that can poſſibly be 
paid to him. Which Conſideration, if we 
dwell upon it, cannot but inflame our Hearts 
with an ardent Deſire of doing every Thing 
whereby we may ſecure to ourſelves his Fa- 
vour and Protection. e 
Secondly, Theſe Thoughts repreſent God 
a3 our greateſt Benefactor, who has not only 
even us all the good Things which we en- 


ot eternal Happineſs in the Life which is 
to come: And all this not for any Merit 


on our Part (who are frail ſinful Creatures) 
but purely of his own Goodneſs and free 
Will: And this, if well conſidered, cannot 

but inſpire us with the higheſt Degree of 


that I need only offer a few Conſiderations to 


ſtantly repreſent God to us as infinitely the 


worthy Object of all the Love, Honour, A- 


joy in this Life; but alſo made us capable 
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Love and Thankfulneſs to him; 1 we 
(poor Mortals) have no other way of ſhewing, | 


that we know to be acceptable to him : And 
when we conſider that ſtupendous Inſtance of 

his Love to us (which I have once already 

mentioned, and cannot be too often thought 


Life, than the certain Expectation of an eter 


1 


but by a diligent Endeavour to do every thing 


on) in ſending His only begotten and beloved 


Son, to take our Nature upon him, and to ſuf- 
fer ſuch bitter Things for our ſake, that who-þ 


feever believeth in him ſhould not periſh, but 
hade everlaſting Life, John iii. 16. What 
Love, what Gratitude, what Obedience can, 


on our part, be great nn, in return for 
ſuch ſuperabundant Mercy ? | 


Thirdly, Theſe Thoughts repreſent God as 
our ſupreme Lord and Judge ; a gracious Re- 
warder of them that diligently ſeek him, Heb. xi. 
6. and no leſs than @ conſuming Fire, Heb. xii 

29. to thoſe who perſiſt in their Diſobedience 
to him. Of which, if a Man often thinks, what 
greater Encouragement can he have to a holy 


1 


nal Reward from ſuch a faithful Hand? Heb 
x. 23. And what can more deter him fro 

Wickedneſs than the Dread of everlaſting 
Puniſhment, Matt. xxv. 40. denounced aganli 
impenitent Sinners by him hat cannot Lye Wl 
Tit. i. 2. Hope and Fear are ſaid to be th {i 
Springs of all our Actions: And what cal ö 
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more excite them both in us, than the Pro be 


miſeſ 


FL! | 
miſes and Threatnings of God himſelf: ? Grd 
is not a Man, that he ſhould lye,. neitber the 


Sen of Man that he ſhould repent. Hath Be 


ſaid, and ſhall he not do it!? Or bath be ſpoken, 
and ſhall he not make it good? Numb. xxiii. 


19. This Conſideration ought moſt powerfully: 
to ſtir us all up, firſt, to learn what our Duty 185; 
and then with Diligence to put it in Practice. 
Fourthly, Theſe Thoughts repreſent God: 
to us as being infinitely Wiſe. And from a 


right Apprehenſion of his Miſdom, we may 


plainly gather, that ſince he has made us ra- 
lt "_ Creatures, he will require nothing from 
„but what is agrecable to that Reaſon,, 


which he has implanted, as the ſuperior Fa- 
culty to prelide within us. A rea) /onable Ser- 
vice (as St. Paul terms it, Rom. Xiu. 1.) is 
1 what God expects from us. Wherever God's 


Command appzars, altho' we know not the 
Reaſon. of it, yet his Authority alone is a. 
ſuſticient Reaſon to oblige Man to Obedi- 


ence. And therefore, as long as the Law of 


Mcſes was in Force, the People of 1/rae/ (to 
whom alone that Law wWas given) were un- 

der an Obligation to obſerve, not only the 
moral, but alſo the ceremonial and judicial 
Parts of it. But that univerſal Obedience, 
which God always did and does require 
ſrom Mankind, is to the moral Law, Which 


5 the Law of Reaſon : Save only that he has. 


been pleaſed to enjoin two or three poſitive 


C 1 Inſtitutions: 
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Inſtiuutions even under the Goſpel. De Bath, 
 fJhewed thee, O Man, what, is good; and 
what doth the Lord require of thee, but to do 
juſtly, and to love Mercy, and to walk bum- 
bly with thy God? (Micah vi. 8.) is the 
Voice of the Prophet. V halſoever Things 
. are true, whatſoever Things are honeſt, what-- 
ever Things are juſt, whatſoever Things are 
ure, whatſoever Things are lovely, whatſc- 
ever Things are of good Report; if there be 
any Virtue, if there be any Praiſe, think on 
_ #heje Things, (Phil. iv. 8.) And again, The 
Grace of God, that bringeth Salvation, hath + 
appeared to all Men; teaching us, that deny- 
ing Ungodlineſs and worldly Luſts, we ſhould 
live ſoberly, rigbteouſiy, and godly in this pre- 
fent World; looking for that bleſſed Hope, and 
the glorious appearing of the great God, and 
our Saviour Feſus Chriſt : Who gave himſelf 
for us, that he might redeem us from all Ini- 
quity, and puriſ unto bimſelf a peculiar People 
| zealous of good Works, (Tit. ii. 11, &c.) is the 
| — Voiceof the Apoſtle. AndGed is a Spirit, and 
| they that worſhip him, muſt worſhip him in 
| Spirit and in Truth, (John iv. 24.) is the 
Voice of Chriſt himſelf : To which many 
more Paſſages of the like Purport might be 
added both from the Old and New Teſtament. 
And here, as we value our precious and 
Immortal Souls, we muſt take great Care to 
avoid that pernicious Error of — - 
| | ELVES. 
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ſelves chat we may We. God by a few out- 
ward Performances, altho* we neither have 
that inward Frame and Temper of Mind, nor 
are zealous in the Performance of a great Part 
of that Duty, which he requires. . 

The Hypocrites of old (as we find themat } 
large deſcribed in ſeveral Places of the four '} 
Goſpels) affected to be very exact in the ex- 
ternal Part of.many Things which God had 
commanded : Such as Faſting, Praying, giv- 
ing of Alms, paying of Tithes, and the like. 
But they loved the Praiſe of Men, they were Wi 
envious, ſpiteful, and covetous ; and omitted Wi 
the weightier Matters of the Law, Fudgment, | 
Mercy, and Faith, Matt. xxiii. 23. And what 

Good they ſeemed to do, did not proceed 
from a pure and upright Heart. For which 

Reaſon they are often reproached and con- 
demned by our bleſſed Saviour. This Hypo- 
criſy is with Indignation condemned in many | 
Places of the Holy Scripture; and numberleſs {| 
are the Paſſages Which plainly tell us that al! 
our Actions ought to proceed from a pure, 
clean, and upright Heart. He alone is @ good 
Man, who out of the good Treaſure of the 
Heart bringeth forth good Things, Matt. xii, 
35. This is that reaſonable Service, that ſpi- 
ritual Worſhip, which I have told you God 
requires from us all, whom he has made ra- 
tional Creatures ; and without which it is in 


vain to hope for Acceptance with him. 


But 


n 
But much more dangerous is the Error of 
thoſe Men who place the chief Part of their 
Piety and Religion in ſuch outward Perform. 
ances, as are ſo far from being commanded by 
God, that they are in themſelves abſurd and 
irrational. Such as their being preſent at a 
Worſhip of which they underſtand not one 
Word: Their giving divineWorſhip to a con- 
ſecrated Wafer which (even according to their 
own Principles) they cannot be ſure, with the 
Certaintyof Faith, is tranſubſtantiated, as they 
call it: Their praying to the Saints departed, 
although they are not ſure that they can help 
| them, or even hear their Prayers, or indeed 
that many of them are really Saints, or (ſome 
of them) ever had a Being: Their worſhip. 
| ping of Images and Relicks ; tho' they can- 
| not be ſure that they are the Relicks of any 
| real Saint: Their going Pilgrimages, and 
thereby neglecting their honeſt Buſineſs : | 
Their confeſſing all their Sins to a Prieſt, and 
performing the Penance which he enjoins 
them: Their abſtaining from Fleſh upon cer- 
tain Days: Their frequent croſſing themſelves 
and beating their Breaſts: Their numbering 
(or rather indeed mumbling) their Prayers 
upon a String of Beads: With other Follies 
too long to be reckoned up. Nothing like 
a Command of God appears for any of 
theſe Things. How then can they think 
that he will be pleaſed with them? And 


when 


| 
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Well done thou good and fatthful Servant, 


(Matt. xxv. 21.) Is it not probable, indeed is 


it not certain, that God will ſay unto them, 
Who hath required this at your Hand? Iſai. i. 
12. Thoſe Guides have certainly very much 
to anſwer for, who lead their People aſtray 
into ſuch Paths as theſe. „ 
Fiſtbly, It is a great Encouragement to ma- 
ny Men to be wicked, when they think they 


can conceal their Sins from the Knowledge of 


the World. No Eye ſpall ſee me, ſays the wick- 


ed Man, and diſguiſeth his Face, Job xxiv. 15. 


But if we duly conſider that God is every where 
preſent, and knows all Things, even the very 


Thoughts of our Hearts; what Folly is it for 
ſuch a Man to pleaſe himſelf that his Wicked- 


neſs is a Secret to all other Men like himſelf ! 
Underſtand, ye Brutiſbo among the People; and, 
ye Fools, when will ye be wiſe ? He that planted 
tbe Ear, ſhall he not hear ? He that formed the 
Eye, ſhall be not ſee ? He that chaſtiſeth the 


Heathen, ſhall not he correct? He thatteacheth 
Man Knowledge, ſhall not he know? Plal, xciv. 


8. &c, This Conſideration, wherever it 


ſipks deep into the Mind of a Man, cannot 


but have a great Force towards putting him 
upon ſuch a ſerious and thorough Repentance 
and Reformation of his Life, as that God 
may hide his Pace from his Sins, and blot out 
8 — 


hen theſe poor deluded Souls expect that for Y |! 
ſuch Things as theſe it ſhall be ſaid unto them, ⁵⁶ 
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400 his Iniguities, Plal. li. 9. fo as that at the 


- 


laſt great Day, when God Hall judge ibe Se. 
crets of Men by Jeſus Chriſt according to the 


Goſpel, (Rom. i. 16.)jnothing may appear a- 


gainſt him, to work his Shame or Confuſion. 


* 


Sixtbly, Fleſh and Blood, before it comes 


to be throughly mortified and ſubdued, finds 
great Difficulty in ſo curbing and overcoming 
its Luſts, Paſſions, and evil Inclinations, as 


to caſt down Imaginations, and every high 


Thing that exalleth itſelf againſt the Knowledge 
of God, and dring into Captivity every Thought 


o the Obedience of Chriſt, 2 Cor. x. 5. And 


yet all this muſt moſt heartily be endeavour- 
ed, if we reſolve, with St. Paul, to preſs lo- 


wards the Mark, for the Prize of the high 


Calling of God in Feſus Chriſt, Phil. in. 14. 
But when our natural Propenfities, and much 


more if any vicious Habits, have got ſtrong 
footing in us; ſo great a Change as this is 


hardly to be wrought on a ſudden. For, as 
long as we are in the Body, the Fleſh Iufteth 
againſt the Spirit, Gal. v. 17. Our Paſſions 


and worldly Affections will ſometimes ſtir 
' within us, and thereby retard us in our Chri- 
ſtian Courſe. But altho* it is difficult to 
complete this Work within our ſelves ; yet, 


with God's Aſſiſtance, it is not impoſſible. 
For with God all Things are paſſible; Matt. 
ix. 26. And the Neceſſity of it, in order 


to our eternal Salvation, ought never to let 


thRhRIEe x - 
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vs reſt until we have effected it. Now there 


is nothing, which on our Part can be done, 
that is more effectual toward the working of 
this good Work in us, than thus to have God 


in all our Thqughts, as J have ſet the Matter 


forth; which, if we are not worle. than Mad- 
men, cannot but bring us to love and fear him 


in the higheſt Degree, and this Love and Fear 
to ſerve and obey him with the greateſt Since- 
rity and Diligence; deſpiſing all Difficulties 
that occur in the Way of ſuch Service; ac- 

cording to the Examples ſet before us in the 
Holy Scripture. Thus Moſes choſe rather to 
ſuffer Mictiun with the People of God, thax 


io enjoy the Pleaſures of Sin for a Seaſon —— 


for he had Reſpett unto the Recompence of the 
Reward, Heb. xi. 25, 26. Thus the primitive 


Chriſtians gloried in Tribulation, knowing bat 
Tribulation worketh Patience, and Patience © © 
Experience, and Experience Hope, and Hope 


maketh not aſhamed, Rom. v. 3, 4, 5. And 
our bleſſed Saviour 1s ſet forth as an Example 
to us that we ſhould runwith Patience the Race 


that is ſet before us: Looking unto Feſus the Au- 


thor and Finiſher of our Faith : Who for the 


Toy that was ſet before him endured the Croſs, 


deſpiſing the Shame, Heb. xi. 1. 2. To which 
we may add a great many other Inſtances from 
Holy Scripture, and particularly all thoſe that 
are mentioned in the eleventh Chapter of the 


Epiſtleto the Hebrews. en 
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G very great Reward, on the one Hand, 
and the certain Expectation of a dreadful 


Puniſhment on the other, together with an 
ardent Love for the Perſon who lays his Com- 


mands upon us, are the moſt powerful Mo- 


tives to make us overcome all Difficulties that 


lie in the Way of our Obedience. Nor is 


there any more effectual Way, through God's 


Grace, to work ourſelves up to all this, than 


conſtantly to have our Thoughts fixed upon 
God and his ſeveral Attributes. And if aMan 


tus conſtantly fixes his Thoughts, it is the 
ready Way, not only to quality him for the 


Joys of Heaven, but alſo to give him, even in 
22 Life, an Antepaſt of them; which is the 


moſt perfect State a Man can here arrive at. 


I think I have now ſhewn that the 
Thoughts of God, if duly imprinted on our 
Minds, cannot but have. a very good Influ- 


ence upon us, in order to bring us to lead 
our whole Lives according' to the Rules of 


true Virtue and Piety. But this will 4 


more fully appear by mentioning 
Some particular Occaſion, on which we 


ought more - eſpecially to call God into our 


Thoughts, and ſhewing the great Uſe of do- 
ing ſo, in order to preſerve and improve our 


Virtue ; which was the fourth an e 


ſed to be done. 


In this World we live in the midit of 
Snares and Temptations, with which we are 


conti- 
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continually ſurrounded, If therefore we have 
any juſt Regard to our eternal Salvation, it 


is our Duty to walk circumſpectly; as the 
Apoſtle directs, Epb. v. 15. that we may 
neither be ſurprized by the Suddenneſs of 


Temptations, nor over-born by the Strength 


of them. And what can poſſibly make us 
more circumſpect in all our Thoughts, Words, 


and Actions, than conſtantly to have God in 


ourT houghts, andalwaysto remember that he 
is ever preſentwith us? The Preſence even of 
2 ſober and grave Man is often a great Re- 
ſtraint upon us, to keep us from doing Things 
that are improper or unbecoming: And how 
much more ought the Preſence of the great 
God (if we would but think upon it) to have 
the like Effect upon us, with regard to all 
manner of Sin and Wickedneſs? Whilſt we 


| are young, healthy and ſtrong, and thereby 


more liable to be tempted to many Sins, there 
is need of the greateſt. Circumſpection to keep 


us in the right Way. And therefore (ſays 


wiſe King Solomon) Remember thy Creator 
in the Days of thy Youth, Eccl. xii, 1. Have 
lum conſtantly in thy Thoughts, and this 
will be both a Reſtraint and a Guide to thee. 
And if we have hitherto neglected to.do this 
as we ought to have done; let us loſe no 
more Time, but immediately ſet about it. 
Evening and Morning and at Noon will I 


fray, ſays the Holy P/almi/t, Pſal. bv. 4 7; po 
1 1 And 


"£207 a. 
And again, ſeven times a Day 40 1 50 Eher, 
Pſal. cxix. 164. And again, I have ſet the 


Tord alway before me, becauſe' be is at my 
right Hand, Plal. xvi. 8. Let us habituate 


.ourſelves to think of God, and often to lift up} 


our Hearts to him; ſometimes in our more 
ſolemn Prayers and Devotions, and often in 


pious though ſhort Ejaculations. In all thy 


Ways acknowledge bim, and he ſhall direct thy 
Paths, Prov. iii. 6. We read of Enoch, that 
he walked with God, Gen. v. 24.. Iodine 
he went, or whatever he did, he took God 
for his conſtant Comparion : And for this 
God took bim to himſelf ;” as he will do us all 
when we paſs out of this Life, if we tread in 
the Steps of that holy Man. 
' Thus it appears that we ought, all of us 


very often, and indeed almoſt conſtantly, tq 
_ - think of God. But there are ſome certain 
Seaſons and Occaſions, in which we ough 


in a more ſolemn and devout Manner, to c- 
him into our Remembrance. I mal men: 
tion five of them, 
Firſt, Whenever we undertake any Buſine 

of Conſequence. 
Secondly, In the time of Dee or Di 

treſs. 
Thirdly, When we have. received any re 


markable Deliverance. 


Fourthly, In the time of ſettled Health 10 


Proſperity. 1 join theſe two together, be 
caul 


N 


(aufs without Hef 80 Conditie 0 Life 


can be looked upon as proſperous. 


Fifibly, Whenever we are about to Add 
ourſelves to Prayer or Devotion. 
Touching the firſt of theſe; both Rea- 


ſon and holy Scripture aſſure us, that no 
Succeſs is to be expected in any Buſineſs, if 
od, who (as I have ſhewn you) governs 


al things by a moſt particular Providence, 


does not think fit to bleſs and proſper 


it. Except the Lord build the Houſe, they 
labour in vain that build it : Except the Lord: 
keep the City, the Watchman waketh but in: 
vain, It is vain for you to miſe up earh, to 
fit up late, to eat the Bread of Sorrows or- 


Car-falneſe Pal. cxxvii. 1, 2. When there- 
fore thou undertakeſt any Buſineſs of Con- 
© {quence look up to God, and ſeriouſly. 
confider whether the Buſineſs itſelf be honeſt 


and acceptable tohim; and then whether thou- 


followeſt it in-an honeſt and righteous Way, 


without Fraud or any unlawful Artifice: 
And. if, upon a ſtrict Inquiry, thy Con- 


ſcience gives thee Aſſurance in both theſe: 
Points; then thou may'ſt with Confidence 


beg God's Bleſſing upon it. But ſtill re- 
member that in this World, which is a Place 


of Tryal, God often ſuffers. even a righteous. . 

Cauſe to be oppreſſed: For the exerciſing of 

our Patience, and more eftectually to wean 
* | 8 7 l us. 


| 


| 
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us from the Love of 3 Things. And 


therefore if, after all thy Prayers and Endea- 
vours, thou doſt not meet with Succeſs, it 
is thy Duty not to murmur or repine, but 
with Patience and Reſignation to bear what- 
ever he in his Providence ſhall think fit to lay 

n'thee, L 

"Of thus thinking of God, and calling up- | 

on him, whenever we engage in any honeſt 
Buſineſs, I omit the Inſtances of David, So- 
lomon, and other great Men; and ſhall only 


mention one, which is fit for our conſtant. 


and daily Imitation: And that is of Abra- 
bam's Servant ;, who, when he was employed | 


to go and ſeek a Wife for his Maſter's Son- 


5 Tſaac, would not enter upon an Affair of 


thre 


ſuch Importance, until he had offered up his 


Prayer in theſe Words: O Lord God ny 


Maſter Abraham, I pray zt ſend me good 
Speed this Day, and fhew Kindneſs unto my 


Maſter Abraham : With more that follows, | 


Cen. xXiv. 12. The whole Story is beautiful; 
and this Example of the Servant, very fit | 


for our Imitation, whenever we undertake. 


any Thing of Moment,, either for ourſelves 


br for another. 


To eat and drink for the 13 of 
Life and Health, is certainly a Bufineſs of 
great Conſequence to us: A ſingle Meal of 
unwholeſome Food, taken to Exceſs, hav- 
ing often been the Occaſion of Death ory 


13 
5 


N 5 


Sickneſs. And therefore, as often as we eat 
or drink, it is highly proper for us to lift up 
our Thoughts to God; to praiſe him for 
his Bounty, in giving us his Creatures to 
ſuſtain us, and to pray to him to bleſs our 


Nouriſhment to us, and to keep us from the 
Sins of Gluttony and Intemperance. Andit 
this were always done with that Seriouſneſs 
that it ought to be; it would be a great Re- 
ſtraint from that abominable Sin of Drunten- 
neſs, of which ſo many are often guilty. 
Secondly, In all Times of Danger or Di- 
ſtreſs, ſuch as publick or private Calamities, 
Trouble of Mind or Conſcience, Sickneſs, 
the Apprehenſion of Death, or whatever elſe 
is grievous or terrible to human Nature, we 
ought, with more than ordinary Earneſtneſs 
and Ardour, to think of God, and flee unto 
him for Relief and Succour. Call upon me 
in the Day of Trouble; I will deliver thee, 
and thou ſhalt zlorify me, ſays God, P/al. 
|. 13. Of which we have many Inſtances in 


the Holy Scripture, and particularly in the 


Book of P/alms. 1 
But if God in his Wiſdom ſhall at any 
Time think fit to continue us longer under 
any Calamity or Affliction, from which we 
deſire and pray to be ſet free, (which very 


often is the Caſe) it is our Duty willingly 


to ſubmit our ſelves to the Hand of his 


Providence, and to be patient in Tribulation, 


"LI - yet 


| 
} 
g 
: 
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yetcontinuinꝑ inſtant in Prayer, Rom. li. 12. 
To which we have many Exhortations and 
many Examples of it in Holy Scripture, 7e 

have heard of the Patience of Job, Jam. v. 11. 
And what greater Pattern of Patience could 


there be than our bleſſed Saviour himſelf, 
whom we are bound in all Things, as far as 
we can, to imitate. 


It we conſider the Matter ſeriouſly, we are 


ſearcely ever in greater Danger, than when we 


tall into the Company of wicked Men, whoſe 


prophane and ungodly Diſcourſe and Behavi- 


our has commonly a bewitching Influence up- 


on thoſe who aſſociate with them. That evil 
Communicalionscorrupt good Manners, was the 


Obſervation not only of St. Paul, 1. Cor. xv. 
33. but even of ſome of the Heathens them- 
ſelves; and is every Day too much verified in 


the World. If then, in the Courſe of the 
World, you cannot wholly avoid ſuch. evil 
Company (which certainly would be the ſafeſt 
Way) at leaſt, when thou haſt the Misfortune 
to be among chem, ſtand upon thy Guard, and 
call God to thy Aſſiſtance, that thou mayeſt 
not be led aſtray by them. They perhaps will 


ſpeak evil of you, becauſe you run not with 


them to the ſame Exceſs of Riot, 1 Pet. iv. 4. 


But remember that for all theſe things God 


wwill bring both them and thee into Judgment, 
Eccl. xi. 9. and call to Mind the Words 


of cur bleſſed Saviour: Hboſcever ſhall be 
ö | . 
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aſhamed of me, and of my Wards, inthis adul- 

terous and ſinful Generation; of bim alſo ſhall 7 
tre Son of Man be aſhamed, when he cometh. 
in the Glory of ”_ . mY beter tbe MY _ 
gels, Mark viii. 2 

Thirdly, When « any time we have receiV- 
ed any remarkable Deliverance from Danger 
or Diſtreſs ;' whatever the ſecond Cauſes of it 
may have. been, we mult not fail to look up 
to God who is the Firſt Cauſe of every Thing 
chat is good, and worketh all things after the 
Counſel of 2 own Hi, E ph. 1. 11. H bo (as 
St. Paul ſpeaks, 2 Cor. i. 10.) delivered us 
from ſo great a Death, and dotb deliver: In 
whom alſo we truſt that be will yet deliver Us: 
And toliftup our Hearts in Praiſesand Thankſ- 
giving for the ſame. Of which there are ſo ma- 
ny Inſtances and Examples in Holy Scripture, 
that I need not ſtand to mention them: Nor 
indeed can any Man have the leaſt Senſe of Re- 
ligion, but he muſt acknowledge chis to be 
his Duty. 

When we are in Danger or Diftreſs ; or as 
long as the Thoughts of any remarkable Deli- 
verance remain freſh in our Memory, ſo long 
we commonly have ſome Inclination to think 
of God, and to lift up our Hearts to him in 
Prayer for what we want, or in Praiſe for the 
Good we have received: But when for ſome 
Time we have been in a ſettled State of Proſ- 
_ perity, we are too apt /o forget Godour Saviour, 
DES; (Pial, 
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| (Pal. cvi. 21.) and the Things whe to has 


done for us. Then Men betake themſelves 


wholly to Pleaſure and Rejoicing, not in God, 


but in the good and fate Condition whereinthey 


take themſelves to be. The Harp and the Fil, 


tbeTabret andPipeand Wine areintheir Feaſts; 
but they regard not the Nor of the Lord, neither 
conſider the Operation of his Hands, ai. v. 12, 


And therefore to awaken themout of this fatal 
Lethargy, it is neceſſary to put them in mind, 


Fouribly, That in the Time of our moſt con- 
firmed Health and Proſperity, there is as much 


Reaſon why we ſhould have God conſtantly in 


our Thoughts, as in that of Sickneſs or Ad- 
verſity, or at any other Time whatſoever. 
Low and after what Manner we ought-al- 


ways to think of God, I have already endea- 

voured to ſhew : But there are four Things 
relating to him, which, in Time of Health 

and Proſperity, we ought to have very part 


cularly in our Minds. 

Firjt, That all the Bleſſings, which we en- 
Joy, are entirely owing to God's Goodnefs 
and Providence, 


Secondly, That they are, al of them, God 8 


own Property, and we no more but the 
Stewards and Managers of them. 


Thirdly, That we all live in a conſtant a and 


continual Dependance upon God. 


And Fourthly, That he will bring us all into 


Au for our Cond and Nee, 
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All this moſt manifeſtly follows from what 
has been already ſaid, But becauſe it is at na 
Time more neceſſary to awaken Men into the: 
Thoughts of God, than in that of their great 
Proſperity; it will be very proper, upon this 
Occaſion, to . endeavour to inculcate theſe 
great and moſt important Truths into their 
Minds. If I ſhould attempt to ſay all that 
might be ſaid upon them, both from Reaſon 
an holy Scripture, I might well fill a Volume: 
And therefore I ſhall oply ſay ſo much upon 
cech of them, as way give every ſober Man 
Ground for farther Enlargement, 
1 /t then, In the Time of Health and Prof- 
rity, let us conſtantly remember that all, the 
bleTings, which we en;oy,. are entirely owing 
to God's Goodneſs and Providence.  WiichAd it 
is a moſt dangerous Thing to be forgetſul of. 
Who gave thee that Heale! h of Body which. 
thou enjoyeſt? Was it not God, who formed 
and faſhioned thee in thy! Mother's W omb,z. 
whoſe Eyes did ſee'thy Suvfrance yel being iim pe f- 
fect, and in wh! Je Book ail thy Members were" 
written, which in continuance were ſaſbioned, 
n as yet there was noe of them 8 Pial. 
xxxix. 16. Who cave thee thoſe Riches, 
wacreby thou may t make thy. Life eaſy. and 
comfortable, if it be not thy own. Fault? Are 
not they all owing to God's good Providence? 
Was it not he that gave thee, or it may be to 
lome of thy Anceſtors, Power to get Wealth; 
3 Deut. 


e 
* 
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3 4 ber xvili 18. If he bad given thee a ©" 
**\Goniftitution, and placed thee in a State of. 
Want and Poverty; it would have been thy 
Duty to have born it all with Patience, and to 
have waited for thy Reward in the next 
Life. But ſince he has been pleaſed to make 
thee, -more than many others, an Object of 
his Favour even in this World, oughteſt 
chou not with Thankfulneſs often to look 
up to that bountiful Hand, from whence 
thou haſt received all theſe good Things ? 
Or d&ft thou thus requite the Lord, O fooliſh 
' Man and unwiſe? Ts not be thy Father that 
bath bought thee? hath not he made thee and 
eftablifbed thee ? Deut. xxxii. 6. 
Secondly, In the Time of Health and Prof- 
perity, we ought always to remember that 
all the Bleffings, and good Things which we 
enjoy, are God's own Property; and that 
we are no more than the Stewards and Mana- 
gers of them. God indeed has graciouſly 
allowed us the Uſe of them, or of a gre: 
Part of them : But the abſolute Property in 
and of them he keeps to himſelf: And it 
at any Time he thinks fit to deprive us of 
them; he does us no Manner of Wrong. 
The Nobleman | in the Parable, (Late xix. 12.) 
put his Money into the Hands of his Ser- 
vants, to deal and traffick with it: And out 
of it muſt be ſuppoſed to allow them a pro- 
per Maintenance: But ſtill h Money ” | 
—- | bis 


bla own, v. 23. and not * dan ' Gail veg 
unto Feruſalem many good Things, to comer & 
her Nakedneſs, Hol. ii. 9. that is to 
to ſupply her Wants and Neceſſities: But. | 


. TS. 


yet he reſerves to himſelf the Property in 


them all, together with full Power to de- 


prive her of them, whenever ſhe diſpleaſes him. 


Therefora (ſays he) will I return and take a- 
way my 'Coru—-and my Wine—-and will re- 
cover my Mool and my Tax. Since then we. | 


are not Proprietars, but only Stemards to our 
heavenly: Lord of. all that we poſſes; and 
the Lord of the Servants will one Day moſt - 


certainly reckon with them; Matt. WV, 1 2 25 
And how ſoon this Reckoning will be, he 
only knows: Should not this Conbderazion: 


make us conſtantly careful ſo to manage the 
Things committed to our Truſt, as that we 
may give an Account of our -Stewardſhip-- 
with Joy and not with Grief? What exact 


Proportion of his Wealth each Man is o- 


bliged to ſet apart for the Uſes of Piety or 
Charity, is not eaſy to determine; the Cir- 
cumſtances of particular Men and their Fa- 


milies, and the Occaſions for performing: 


theſe Duties being ſo very various. But St. 
Paul gives a Charge to them that are rich in 
this World — ibat they do good, that they be 


rich in good Works, ready to diftribute, wil- 


ling to communicate, 1 Tim. vi. 17, 18. If 


the Steward of chy — Eſtate, inſtead 


of 
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his own private Pleaſure or Profit wouldſt 


thou paſs ſuch am Article in his Accounts? 


and, after ſuch a Charge as this given to all 
rich Men, and all that, to the ſame Purpoſe, 
is faid in holy Scripture ; can any ſuch Man 


think that 475 Account will be paſſed with 


God, with ſo many Articles in it for things un- 


neceſſary, that well might have been ſpared, 


and ſo very few for feeding the Hungry, 

cloathing the Naked, or relieving the Widow 
or the Fatherleſs ; which God has ſo expreſly 

commanded 2 ct 07t * | 


Thirdly, In the time of Health and Prof 


perity, as well as in Sickneſs or Adverfity, we 
- ought to keep it carefully in our Remembrance 


that we all live in a conſtant and continual De. 


pendance upon God. By bim all Things con- 
iſt, and preſerve the Being which they have. 


In him welive, and move, and have our Being, 


(as T have already ſhewn you) and if heſhould 


butforaMomen twithdiaw his Protection from 
us, we ſhould immediately ſink into Deſtruc- 


tion, or even into nothing. Thus the Holy 
Pſalmiſt, ſpeaking of all the Creatures of the 
Univerſe, ſays, Thon hideſt thy Face, they are 


troubled ; thou takeſt away their Breath, they | 


die and return to their Duſt, Pal. civ. 29. 


As therefore it is the greateſt Comfort to a 


_ * 3% 


f ef applying Part of thy Goods and Money | 
according to, thy own expreſs Direction, 
Mould convert them, or any Part of them, to 


good. 


: (45) Wo 
Man to conſider that he lives. in the 
F avour, and under the conſtant· Protection of 
ſuch an Almighty Being, which may well ſup. 
port him in the time of the loweſt Adverlity ; 2 
ſo to an impenitent Sinner, even in the 
height of his Proſperity, it he thinks of it 
at all, it cannot but be a fearful thing 1H 
into the Hangs of the living. God, Heb. x. 
31. Who is @ conſuming. Fire, Heb. xii. 29. 
And after be hath killed hath: Porver to. caſt 
into Hell, Luke xii. 3. And if this will not 
bring us to a timely Repentance, and for the 
time to come reſtrain us from all Sorts of 
Wickedneſs, what is there elſe that can? 
But this ſame Conſideration will be yet farther 
enforced by remembring, 
Foarthly, That God will certainly bring 
us all into Judgment for our whole Con- 
duct and Management. Worldly Proſperity 
is very apt to carry us away from our Du- 
ty: Nor can we lay a more effectual Reſtraint 
upon ourſelves in ſuch à Career, than often 
to think of God as our Fudge, who. will 
certainly reward us if we diligently ſeek him, 
Heb. xi. 6. And as certainly puniſh us, if 
we perſiſt in ourDiſobedience to him. 1 4 5 
Health, Riches, Honour, or Power, what-. 
ever Protection they may afford us in this 
World, cannot ſhelter us from the avenging 
Hand of God. The Hand join in Haud, the. 
$ Picked ſball not be unpuniſhed, Prov. xi. 2 1. 
| Where 
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0 lere Rejoyce 053 young Min i in mY Youth, J 
and let tby Heart chear thee in the Days of £ 
thy Youth, and walk in thetWays of thy Heart, i 
and in the Sight of thine Eyes; All which, 5 
if it be eee with Sobriety, may inno- 
cently be done: But, that we may not tranſ. 
greſs the Rules of Virtue and Piety, it is 
added, But know thou that for all theſe Things 
God will bring thee into Fudgment, Eccl. xt. 
9. O that they were wiſe, that they under. 
Food this ; that they would confi der their latter 
End! Deut. xxxli. 29. 
1 Laſily, Whenever we are about to addref 
F - ourſelves in Prayer or Devotion to God, 
# ve ought betore-hand to poſſeſs our Minds 1 
with an awful Apprehenſion of the divine \ 
Majeſty. Keep thy Foot (that is to fay, Wy 
take Care of thy Steps) when thou goeſt to 
the Houſe of Geode not raſh with thy Mouth, TE 
and let not thy Heart be haſty to utter any Thing 5 
| before God: For God is in Heaven, and thou M 
upon Earth, ſays the wife Man, Eccl. v. 1, 2.|: 
Prayer and Devotion (whether public or 
private) is an Exerciſe of the greateſt Con- 6 
cern to us: And therefore, when at any time] ꝰꝰ 
we addreſs ourſelves to it, we ought well to wh 
. conſider what we are going to do, and to" 
1 whom it is that we are about to offer 5 
Supplications: Without which it is impoſ 105 
fible for us to ſerve Grd acceptably with Re 3 


VYerence and godly Fear; as it is dur Out 
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Oath: which is one fort of Worſhi P to be 
70 to God alone. Thou ſbalt fear the Lord 
thy God, and ſerve bim; and fat ſwear by 


1 Name, Deut. vi. 1 13. _ 


In a Word, God is our eternal Creator, 
Governor, Preterver: Redeemer, Sanctifier, * 


Lord, and Judge: Of him, and through him, 


and to him are all Things : Rom. xi. 36. 
From him alone we can hope for Comfort in 
this Life, and eternal Happineſs in the Life 
which is to come. How ſtupid then and in- 
ſenſible muſt that Man be, who does not con- 
ſtantly think of him, and very often lift up 
his Heart to him, and more eſpecially upon. 
thoſe Occaſions that I have but now Pen | 
out to you ? | 5 
The Heathens, or e having (as I 
have told you) perverted, and generally even 
aboliſhed the right Notion of God in their 
Minds, are repreſented by St. Paul as being 
in a moſt miſerable Condition, for this, a- 


y mongſt other Reaſons, that they were without 


Cod in the World: Gal. ii. 12. And certain- 


F 
pol 
2 pot 


Ap ü 


ly moſt wretched muſt the Caſeof that Man be, 


[who is doit hout God, and has no Title to his Fa- 


Ivour or Protection here, or to be happy with 
qhim hereafter. And if a Man ſeldom or never 
thinks of God, in that ſerious Manner that 
Wl ought to do; may it not truly be ſaid 


oug he alſo to bt ohe en we * an * 


TER ae x; * 


N u oe m Ye he is. * God. and Uh {&_ 
: N in tlie ſame miſerable Condition that 
bo oſe Heathens of old were? 
I conclude with the Words of Holy Di 
via ſpokento his Son Solomon, which Think 
every Man ought to take as if they had been 


ſpoken to himſelf. My Son, know thou the 
Cod of thy Father, and ſerve him with u per. 


feet Heart, and with a willing Mind. Hor 
tbe Lord ſearcheth all Hearts, and underſtand 


eth all the Imaginations of the T boughts: If 
"Thou ſeek him, he will be found of thee ; but if 


thou forſake bim, be will caſt thee. of; r ever 
1 Chron. Xxviii. . 


We be, the only wiſe God, be Honour and Glory, 
Jer ever and ever, Amen, 1 Tim. 1 1. 1 7. 


eo Fr rote by the mics wats Þr 

R D 5 YNG E, Lord Archbiſhop of 

© Tuam Printed for THOMAS Tx FB, near 
13 Inn Gate in Holborn. | 


LAIN Liſtructions for the Young 46d be ar, 
 - © comprized in a ſhort. and ys. F poſiliun ol 
the Church Catechiſin, adapted to the Undeift W 
Memory of thoſe of the meaneſt Capacity. The fe 
$ Edition. Price 3 4. or 20 5. per Hundred. 
1 2. Some ſhort and plain Directions for ſpending obe 
if Day well, by which (if every Day carefully obſer ved) - 
1 Man may be much enabled (thro' God's Grace). # 
ſpend his whole Life well, The ſeventh Edition, Pris 
14, or 65. 288 Hundred. | 


| Now unto the King eternal, umb fal. i. 
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